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HANCOCK

HAT season at the Wind-
mill was really the
beginning. I had been

noticed there — if nobody
else came to watch me,
mercifully, show - business
agents did — and, complete
with new suit, I was booked
into the Rrixton Empress.

It was. the same act that I
had used at the Windmill .
based on an impression of a
concert party, which wasn’t
quite as old-fashioned as it is
now. It went down very well,
too. And not only at Brixton,
but also at theatres in East
Ham
places, but maintaining a
fairly good standard, really.

Then I went into Flotsam’s

Follies at Bognor Regis for.

the summer of 1949. It was a
very valuable experience. Flot-
sam — B. C. Hilliam of the
famous comedy team Flotsam
and Jetsam—was another man
who helped me enormously. I
had to provide five acts and
they were typically me . . . lots
of props, everything visual.

Until recently, in fact, I
always found that to get an
‘act on the stage with me
needed about 15 flying ballet
dancers, 78 trumpeting ele-
phants and anything else a
scrounging stage manager
could lay his hands on.

I never provided the five
acts. Flotsam took pity on me
after I had written four. But

and  Chelsea. Small -

who stars again in his own
show on Thursday

when that summer season
ended I had the four acts
—four collections of rubbish
they were, really—and from
each of them I extracted what
I thought was good and put
it into one.

Armed with this act T went
back into variety. Early in
1950 I toured with Nat King
Cole. And there was radio.

Strangely, they had given
me a reprieve for one broad-
cast I had done in 1949; it
was terrible ; an awful mxstake
I had written it myself. I don’t
remember what it was now,
and I hope nobody else does,
either. Anyway, producers
were pushing me into odd
gaps on shows, among them
Variety Bandbox which at
that time had Frankie Howerd
and Derek Roy.

In the summer of 1950 I
went as principal comedian
to the Ocean Theatre, Clacton.
Playing, I may add against
the fierce competition of a
scenic railway known as “Steel
Stella.”

It always seemed as though
she reserved her loudest clang,
and her passengers their loud-
est screams, for the moment I
came to the end of a joke.
Every performance it was
always a running fight be-
tween her, them and me.

While T was playing Clacton

_I got married. I met my wife,
~Cicely — she was a model

— through Larry Stevens,
another of those characters
who used to hang around the
Windmill along with Dick
Emery, Alfred Marks, Peter
Sellers and Harry Secombe.
We had a great honeymoon.
We were married in a church
in Kensington. I had to dash
to Clacton for the show. She
had a fashion parade. She
arrived at Clacton at 6.45. 1
‘was on stage at seven. And
she had to leave at six the next
morning for another show. A
smash! After Clacton there

Husband and wife. Tony 3
and  Cicely Hancock

PART FOUR

by TONY HANGOCK

Every night

I fought a

scenic railway

were more radio spots and
pantomime in Nottingham,
playing a character called Jolly
Jenkins. He was the most
miserable bloke in the Mid-
lands.

That theavy sausage and
those revitalising glasses of
water mercifully were behind
me now. There was no more
trudging the agents. I was be-
ginning to become known in
the business.

And with the radio show
Educating Archie 1 began to
become known outside it, too.
It was very exciting, and finan-
cially very rewarding. But
obviously I would have been
typed if I had stayed on as
Archie’s schoolmaster for ever,
so I left the show for more
radio.

Radio was now clearly the
thing for me, But it-was diffi-
cult at first. I liked v1sua}~
comedy so much more. I sup- -
pose that’s why I found no
difficulty switching from radio
to television when the time

came. In fact I think television
helps comedy providing as it
does the added valuable
dimension of vision.

Happily I was still on the
move—through such shows as
Forces Star Bill, Star All
Forces Bill, All Star Forces
Bill, All Forces Star Bill, and
just about every permutation
of these words the planners
could think of. I think they
employed a crossword expert
just to dream them up — and
a Derek Roy Show, where 1
met two young writers who
were to be so much of my
next 10 years — Alan Simpson
and Ray Galton.

The three of us got on ex-
tremely. well together. We re-
mained very close and the ten-
dency was for them to ask me
if they were doing a show and
vice.versa.

From this closeness Han-
'cock’s Half Hour was born
i 1954.

Some time earlier I had
made a film with Sid James

Please turn to page 46




DOUBLE-CROSSWORD No 377

CLUES A
Across:
= 4 Gettérsx)g on with English (2

WOT
8. Looks well enough immediately
after a street man-
9. The nurse who would be wrong
in Kentucky
10. Something to look u :
13. Behold we find the s keepmg

e

14. Many line up in the street

15. Knife for a doctor? 3

16. Metal could be cast dramatically

17. The drama takes three

20. Odd gun for the odd ward
makes no hit .

22. Announcement that’s nothing
for the small actor

23. Decide to do without Television
Playhouse? (2 wm*ds)

24. Principal part of o

25. Father is with the editor at a
rendezvous

Down:

1. Choice selection following ques-
tion time? (3 words)

2. Cushion for ten

3. Look from a possibly unwel-
come viewer

4. Dread of a loud Ilistener

S. Puts the plus in swaddling

. clothes

. Howarth’s cu
on Sundays

and what it is
2 words)

11. Thomas has it all sewn up
12. Cost of the middle man

18. Four first with an afterthought
- for Harry .

19. ...andsnapedBarry

21. Unwelcome wewer

22, They're ahead in racing away‘

from the leg.

CLUES B
Across: 7. Progressing (6 7. 8.
Fairclough. 9. Marsh. 10. High hit.
13. Alias Swindley. 14. Black bird.
15. Malaya&x w&apon 16. Particular

sort. 17 Unmarried

22. Death notice ga& r) 23. Break
the tie (4, 3) lution. 25. Bar-
ker. Down Qulz “4,44). 2.

Tailor’s aid. 3 Leer. 4. Alarm. 5.

Tot up. 6. Palladium feature (7,5).

11. Tidings, 12. Nationality. 18

Beaws 19. Accepted. 21. Agent
Gone.

Answers to Double-Crossword 376
Across: 7 Clock watching. 8.
Double Time. 9. Bass. 10. Wean. 11.
Hair. 13. Does. 17. Dunn. 18.
Alberge. 20. Ditto. 21. June. 22.
Parsons. 23. Egret. Down: 1, Flan-
agan. 2. Acids. 3. Own up. 4. Still.
5. White wedding. 6. Enemy agent.

12. Rovers. 14. Outer. 15. Snort. 16.

Capp. 19. Gun. 20. Due.

Pictured last week: June Laverick
Crossword devised by Eric Linden

20 21

23

24

Those who like their crosswords tongh, use Clues A: these who
like them easier, use Clues B: those who like the spirit of com-
petition SCORE 3 pts. for every correct answer from A: 1 pt. for
every correct answer from B: DEDUCT 5 pts. for every incorrect
answer or clue not solved. Expert’s score: 72. Answers next week.

HANCOCGK

From page 9

and we had hit it off very well.
He went absolutely white
when I asked him to join the
show.

He had done just about
everything else in the business
except radio and the thought
of it terrified him. But he came
along dead scared maybe, but
marvellous. Though for the
first months he was afraid to
lift his eyes from the script
even for a second. After that,
though, we couldn’t get them
back down there.

That first show was received
fairly coolly, really, but we
survived.

We developed each other.
In one episode, for some rea-
son, Alan and Ray brought in
East Cheam. And it stuck.
Like Aloysius St. John. It still
amazes me, the number of
people who think they are my
real names.

. The show transferred to
television but with Sid James
only remaining from the radio
cast that had included Bill
Kerr, Hattie Jacques, and
Kenneth Williams. I argued
that Sid was enough to take
over ; enough to bounce from
radio to television.

That’s how it finished.

While all this had been
going on, there were, too, the
stage shows at London’s
Adelphi with Jimmy Edwards.

People have remarked on
my - breaking up with Sid
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James. But it’s quite simple.
You work in a show with
somebody, there is never any
question -of a hard and fast
team—and I liked having Sid
in my shows very much—and
then you move on to some-
thing else.

Like the series of six pro-
grammes I did for the BBC'
last year. Those were a depar-
ture, a development, rather,
of that original Hancock
character, just as this present
ITV series is.

A development which takes
you to a stage in which you
can be in almost any situation
at any time. Where the back-
ground is entirely negative
and unidentifiable.

Where vou can become in-
ternational in your humour.
Like Chaplin. That’s the am-
bition, anyway.

When I finished the last tele-
vision series I stopped and had
a good look at what I had
done during the past 10 years
—the films, the radio, the tele-
vision series.

I thought about what was
good and what was bad, what
should be retained and what
thrown away. And that’s
where I am now.

Using, and going on using,
everything I've learned since I
cleared my first church hall in
Bournemouth when I was 17.
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THREE FABULOUS
GUITAR CATALOGUES

Just off the Press—20
etc. Also

or Easy Terms
Call or wrir.e for your 3
FREE copies today.
BELL MUSIC (Dept.76)
157/9 EWELL ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY

THE WORLOS 40W£$‘7 PR/L"O

est

BRITAIN'S MOST POPULAR SET—

has more listeners than any other radio.
Fits easily into pocket or handbag—this,
the world s lowest priced radio, brings
excltg:gly to life the music of the great-
ance
\ocalists and top Entertainers. Only
mere 1}” x 2§" x 4}°.
—.\ for months off 1/2d battery Anyone-—yes anyone—can
assemble it using our simple A.B.C. pxc ure pla.n All
parts are made in Britain. Complete se!
ponents and carrying case. ONLY 32/6 PLl‘S 2/6 P. & P
Lower than Japanese Home Prices. C.0.D. extra. Parts can be
purchased separately. Demonstrations Daily—See for your-
self—hear for yourself, you'll be astounded at the tremendous
value A.C. of Weybridge writes,
urchase. I am absolutely delighted ” STO
thlnnlng‘lsst so rush your order at this unbeatable Bargain

ds and Orchestras,

Performs perfectly

“San Remo is my best ever
RESS. Stocks

Price before it’s to0 late. Remember—Money-back Guarantee, even if
set is made up, if returned within 30 days of delivery.

CONCORD ELECTRONICS (Dept.

BX1/21)

THE END

210 Church Road, Hove. Sussex

VENTILATED SHAPED CAR’

COVERS M.“r.l;;l'ng. C:mplmsp.x
3 tection. Heavy gauge

strong P.V.C. 100%-

o8 water, rot, acid proof.
g guarant: 4
oe.
Car igth 1st qual Top guality reinforced.
Mini car 30/~ | 5776 TER{‘IYENE HEMS
Up to 12ft. 35/ | 60/~ Sent by return

Up to 13fe. 39/6 | 6716

39 S :?': g‘g g”: Post fr::.,quODextru
P to

Scooter Coverswith Free Storage Case

screen and grid allowance 18/9 (F &P 1/9)

GUARANTEED
CAR SEAT COVERS

AND CAR CARPETS

Largest range of coloursgza

and materials. Send for

FREE samples and Ac-

cessories Catalogue. No

obligation. State Model

45) 180, Finchley Road,
AQUATEX H(:;pseead. "London, N.W.3
Open all day Saturdav Phone: HAM 9646-7

FREE!

send for. our approvais. Glg,
{Adult collectors especially catered -5 -
for, please stale interests)

1 enclose 6d. for postage. Please send :
50 FREE G.B stamps and approvals

AVON 'sTAMPS
(Dept. TVI) Nth. Walsham, Norfolk




5.0

3.25

5.55

° CAST ALSO INCLUDES

PRESENTED BY GRANADA TV NETWORK

Criss Cross Quiz

The game in which schoolchildren
combine their general knowledge
with skill at playing noughts-and-
crosses
- INTRODUCED BY

GORDON LUCK

Questions verified by

Encyclopaedia Britannica

DIRECTED BY

WILFRED FIELDING

PRODUCER PAMELA BROWN
GRANADA TV NETWORK PRODUCTION

Just Dennis

Whenever there is trouble, Dennis
is bound to be the cause of it
STARRING

JAY NORTH

as Dennis

IN THE STORY

Father’s Day for Mr. Wilson

Mr. Wilson Joéeph Kearns
Henry Mitchell Herbert Anderson

Tommy & 5 ot Billy Booth
Alice Mitchell ...... Gloria Henry
Mrs. Wilson ............ Sylvia Field

WRITTEN BY PHIL LESLIE
DIRECTED BY JAMES FONDA
Dennis decides to give Mr. Wilson
a happy Father’s Day—but Mr.
Wilson has more important problems
to worry about :

GRANADA TV NETWORK
PRESENTATION

News

From the newsroom of ITN

- the

Millions know that .
Beecham’s Powders brin,
quick sure relief from the -
symptoms of colds and flu. At
t warning sneeze, hot-
and-cold shiver, dry tickle in
your throat, take Beecham’s
Powders. Because of their fine
powder  form,
. Powders are rapidly assimi-
lated and speedy in action.
Prices 2/- and 4/2. Also
available in tablet form.

COLDS and FLU

Ftos,

FOR QUICK
RElEF

i

DOCTOR AGREES
““. .. Beecham’s
Powders are really
wonderful . . . they .
did me good when 1
had flu. 1 rold my
doctor and he said,
‘Yes, they are very
good’ . ..”

(Sgd.) Mrs. R. R.,
Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Beecham’s

BEECHAM'S
POWDERS

THE UNIQUE PRESCRIPTION FOR COLDS AND FLU

6.5

6.20

6.45

7.0

YJan 24

ON CHANNELS 9 & 10

Granada Newsbrief
FOLLOWED BY

Popeye

Out comes the tin of spinach again

—to work wonders for Popeye the
Sailorman

Roving Report
Swaziland

WITH

NIGEL RYAN

Swaziland is a small British pro-
tectorate embedded in the side of
South Africa. For years a quiet
backwater, it suddenly became im-
portant when South Africa left the
Commonwealth. At the moment it is
the scene of feverish activity; more
money is being spent in Swaziland
by the Colonial Development Cor-
poration than in any other British
colony. The British say Swaziland
is a genuine multi-racial society; the
South Africans claim it is merely a
British Bantustan. Which is true?
PRODUCER EDWIN MORRISBY

ITN Production

Sports Outlook

IN WHICH

GERRY LOFTUS

SPOTLIGHTS

The F.A. Cup—Fourth Round

in Granada’s own sports programme
with all the latest news, views and
interviews about Northern sport

PRODUCER DAVID WARWICK

Double Your Money
STARRING

HUGHIE GREEN

in the popular quiz game
HOSTESSES

Nancy Roberts  Julie De Marco
ORGANIST Robin Richmond

Questions and answers verified by
Encyclopaedia Britannica

DIRECTED BY ERIC CROALL

Associated-Rediffusion
Network Production

Bootsie and Snudge

STARRING

ALFIE BASS

IN THE STORY
The Incredible
Tattoed Bisley

CAST IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

BILL FRASER

Bootsie Bisley ...,........ Alfie Bass
Claude Snudge ......... Bill Fraser
Policeman ............... Billy Davies
Blondewio -l Myrtle Reed
Man.: . Arthur Mullard
Dr. Aristide

Groper ............ Warren Mitchell

WRITTEN BY BARRY TOOK AND
MARTY FELDMAN

DESIGNED BY STANLEY MILLS
DIRECTED BY DEREK BENNETT
PRODUCER PETER ETON

CRANADA TV NETWORK PRODUCTION -

BEcocale L o
Tony Hancock and Judith

Stott in a scene from
The Girl — 830

The Deputy .
STARRING : ¥
HENRY FONDA -

as Simon Fry

ALLEN CASE

as Clay McCord

IN THE STORY

Passage to New Orleans
GUEST STAR

PATRICE WYMORE

as Lucy Ballance

Chief Marshal Simon Fry and
Deputy Clay McCord escort beauti-
ful Lucy Ballance to New Orleans,
where she is to face trial. On the
way, however, both men find them-
selves involved in romance
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make the most of your

CONTINENTAL

Fill in the coupon below and send to

us

1963 brochure
folders which give full details of the

- many ways in which French Railways
can serve you.

i
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HOLIDAY

today for your free copy of the
‘France’ and other

CAR- SLEEPER EXPRESSES
BOULOGNE-LYON. -

CALAIS-LYSS (Berne)....
LE TOUQUET-AVIGNON...
LE TOUQUET-NARBORNE

..May 31-0ct 5

PARIS-AVIGNON.... 11 the year round
PARIS-NARBONNE -.May 28-Sept 29
PARIS-BIARRITZ... - May 31-Sept 30
PARIS-MILAN .. March 26-0¢t 13
AND TWO NEW SERVICES
BOULOGNE-NARBONNE ........ May 26-Sepi 23
PARIS-TOULOUSE..................... M2y 29-Sept 29

g et

French Railways Housa, 178 Piccadiily, London,W.1.

Please send to me free of charge the 1963
brochure ‘France’, general information fold-
ers and the special car-sleeper folder.

To French Railways Limited,

8 NAME

ADDRESS.

FRENCH RAILWAYS
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8.30

9.0

9.15

9.45

Hancock
STARRING

TONY HANCOCK
IN THE STORY

The Girl

BY GODFREY HARRISON
WITH

DENNIS PRICE
as Doctor Grayne

JUDITH STOTT
as Nurse Rawlings

AND
Nanecy Nevinson Robin Wentworth
Edna Petrie Patsy Smart

Norman Chappell Fred McNaughton
Dany Clare

DESIGNED BY RICHARD LAKE
PRODUCER ALAN TARRANT
MacConkey Presentation

ATV Network Production

See page 9

News

From the newsroom of ITN

This Week

INTRODUCED BY
BRIAN CONNELL

REPORTERS

BRYAN MAGEE

DESMOND WILCOX

PAUL JOHNSON

RUSSELL SPURR

WITH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM

JAMES CAMERON

AL CAPP

The crises, controversies, triumphs
and disasters which affect us all are
brought into focus every week
PRODUCERS PETER MORLEY

AND CYRIL BENNETT
Associated-Rediffusion

Network Production

Tales of Mystery
BY ALGERNON BLACKWOOD

John Laurie
as Algernon Blackwood

INTRODUCES THE STORY
Egyptian Sorcery

ADAPTED FOR TELEVISION BY

JOHN RICHMOND

CAST ALSQO INCLUDES ;
George Sandfield ...... John Wood
Mrs. Goodliffe ... Marjorie Wilde
Gordon Morris ...... Leonard Sachs

Waatters s L John Rae

Margaret Morris Elizabeth Shepherd
INUTSes: S Frieda Knorr
DESIGNED BY HENRY FEDERER
DIRECTED BY JOHN FRANKAU"-
Gordon Morris’s young and beauti-
ful sister, Margaret, lies critically ill

in Cairo. At the same time, in:

London, his friend George Sand-
field is disturbed by a strange and
vivid dream—but perhaps this is
more than just a dream. To dream
of -the past is understandable, to
dream of the future is not uncom-
mon—but to dream of the present
is very strange indeed
Associated-Rediffusion

Network Production

ON CHANNELS 9 & 10

10.15 It Happened Like

5
This

Stories from ‘Sapper’
Coincidence

ADAPTED BY OWEN HOLDER
CAST IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

Jim Marriott ...... Ralph Michael
Mile. Herrault ............ Dani Seper
Paula: .. 5. 5. 5 Sian Phillips
Morris White ............ Julian Fox
Tom Blackwell ...... Donald Eccles
Peter Blackwell ... Robin Phillips

Miss Watson Margaret Ward
Jules 0. 008 . Jacques Cey
Jean....iovs s Andre Maranne

STORYTELLER

Ralph Michael

DESIGNER MICHAEL WIELD

pIRECTED BY PETER MOFFATT

A lovely woman’s selfishness can
wreck everything in time, including
what she most loves—herself. By the
strangest coincidence, it happened
like this . . .
Associated-Rediffusion

Network Production

News Headlines
From ITN

FOLLOWED BY

Northern Newscast

Tonight's Northern news makes
tomorrow’s headlines

12.0

Magda Miller—see below

Maneater

A FILM STARRING

RHODES REASON

PATRICK HOLT

as the White Hunters

LEE PATTERSON

MAGDA MILLER

as the Visitors

WRITTEN BY NORMAN HUDIS AND

DON MULLALLY

PRODUCED BY

COMPTON BENNETT

A White Hunter may be paid to face
danger—but the terrors of the jungle
pale beside the trouble caused on
safari by a scheming woman and
a drunken man

Goodnight

SPECIAL
OFFERS |

UNTIL JANUARY 26th

Two 1’9 packs of Kudos for only 2/9
or ONE 179 pack FREE with
every Giant 9/6 Kudos Refili Pack

Boots Kudos Washing Up Liquid is extra
concentrated for economy. Gets your

dishes sparkling clean—Kudos is
kind to hands too.

> \“\“\“““N““\\\““\““\N\

FREE 1/- tube of Freece with every
276 tube or 5711 pressure pack

Freece—Boots famous toothpaste with the
special P.S. formula gives lasting stay-clean
protection. Freece leaves your whole

mouth fresh—and the family wili love it.

PAY LESS FOR THE BEST—BUY BOOTS PRODUCTS
GET THESE SPECIAL OFFERS NOW AT ANY BRANCH OF
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