
                               
 

Review -  Hancock’s Half Hour – Apollo Theatre Company - 2nd Feb 2019 

 

It is a sign of the continued interest in Tony Hancock that Apollo Theatre Company 

has organised such a big tour: 40 venues, 55 days and sometimes two shows a day.    

 

I attend at the Playhouse Theatre, Salisbury – a 530 seat venue, which again 

indicates the faith in the pulling power of the performance. 

The show was a triumph.  Given that the last radio HHH was recorded almost 60 

years ago,  a dwindling number of people will remember the original broadcasts  or  

been at a recording.  

 

Here Apollo Theatre Company can help – this is about as close to being at one of 

the original recordings as it is possible to get.  

 

The stage is simply set, 5 chairs, 3 old fashioned microphones, the sound effects 

desk and the recording on light.  Clive Greenwood plays the BBC announcer as well 

as doing the sound effects. 

 

The show starts with the Hancock in the Police.  Bill and Tony have joined the police 

and Sid is using the information they unwittingly provide to rob all the shops.  

 

The bit where Hancock is dressed as a woman and Kenneth Williams is a young 

man with his “snide” voice trying to tempt him to the pictures had the audience in fits 

of laughter.   

 

What was delightful was to see the evident relish that the cast have for the scripts 

and how even they were laughing at jokes they must have heard dozens of times.  

James Hurn, as always, is superb as Tony Hancock.  Colin Elmer as Kenneth 

Williams sounds more like Kenneth Williams than Kenneth Williams.  Honestly, close 

your eyes and you would swear it was Ken himself.  

 

Ben Craze does the best Sid James since, well since James Hurn. He even looks 

the part.   

 

 



Laura Crowhurst captures Hattie Jacques’ warmth and charm, as well as the 

lightness of touch she brought to her performance. Hattie had poise and a delicate 

side that is too often obscured. 

 

Tom Capper plays Bill Kerr, with perhaps slightly less of an Aussie twang than I 

would have expected, but convincing none the less. 

The audience love it when things go slightly awry, and so when ‘Sid’ delivered the 

line “3 doors along” as “3 dongs along” the laughter was only topped when ‘Tony’ ad 

libbed’ “It’s next to the second dong.”   There are a few other great adlibs, often in 

response to the audience reactions.  

 

The cast stay in character for some in- between recording chat, which is deftly done, 

and then we start the American Hits Town.   

 

James Hurn plays the American Colonel with just enough of a touch of Elvis, 

including the hip swinging, to have the audience once again falling about with 

uncontrollable laughter.  

 

There was a twenty minute intermission.   

 

The second half opens with a brief excerpt from “The Blood Donor”, the bit where 

Hancock sees the Dr.  Clive Greenwood takes on a third role, as Dr MacTaggart, 

and the both him and James are word perfect. It shows perhaps that a stage version 

of some of the TV episodes may one day happen.  Who knows, perhaps even some 

of the lost episodes. 

 

The show closes with Wildman of the Woods.  Again, the cast is spot on, the timing 

immaculate.  The ensemble playing a joy to behold. When “Snide” turns up as 

‘Jungle Jim’ the theatre rocked with laughter.  

 

Despite being a recreation of a radio recording, the show is perhaps surprisingly 

visual, especially for those playing close attention to the gestures and expressions of 

the cast, not just while they were speaking but while they listened to the other cast 

members. 

 

THAS rating – 10/10,  Don’t miss it! 

 

Tom Dommett, Editor, The Missing Page – The Magazine of the Tony Hancock 

Appreciation Society.  

 
 

 

 

 


